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Rev. Dr.
Shawn
Thomas:
Gone much
too soon

IN THIS
WEEK

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and creator of the ‘1619 Project' Nikole Hannah-Jones,
headlined this year's sold-out Woodson Warriors Scholarship event, speaking on
Black Americans' central role in the nation. The sold-out event took place at the
Coliseum in downtown St. Petersburg on Sunday, March.
Photos courtesy of Kelley Collier
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Nikole Hannah-Jones
helps raise funds for
Woodson Warriors
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ST. PETERSBURG – In its
fourth year, the Woodson Warriors Scholarship donations have
grown exponentially. Created to
absorb some of the expenses
parents incur while sending their
children to college, this year’s
fundraiser yielded $325,000 for
40 African-American scholars.
Terri Lipsey Scott, executive
director of the Woodson African
American Museum of Florida,
explained that the scholarship
fund’s success is owed to nationally recognized artist Jane
Bunker, who got the ball rolling,
and husband and wife duo
Jeanne and Kevin Milkey of
the Milkey Family Foundation,
who pledged $50,000 annually
for the next 10 years.

“I could not be more humble;
I could not be more grateful. I
cannot be more thankful for all
that they have done to ensure
the success of this program,”
said Scott. “These individuals are
certainly the foundation of one of
the most extraordinary programs that we celebrate at the
Woodson African American Museum of Florida.”
Keynote speaker investigative journalist Nikole HannahJones certainly contributed to
the sold-out crowd at Coliseum
on Sunday, March 27. In 2015,
she became a staff writer for The
New York Times, and two years
later was awarded a MacArthur
Fellowship.
Hannah-Jones became a
household name in 2019 when
she produced a series of articles

for a special issue of The New
York
Times
Magazine entitled “The 1619
Project” that placed Black Americans at the center of the American narrative, winning her
the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 2020. The book “The 1619
Project: A New Origin Story” followed in 2021.
Hannah-Jones said she was
glad to be in Florida, a state that
in some ways banned the journalism that she’s produced.
Sunday’s speech titled “1619
and the Fight for Democracy”
was meant to “help us all rise and
fight back against the authoritarianism that I think these anti1619 laws are really showing us.”
She gave a brief synopsis of
her work, explaining it was published to commemorate the landSee 1619, page 11
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Economist Heather McGhee considers the
‘zero-sum paradigm’ of American racism
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BY J. A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST PETERSBURG – “Why
can’t America have nice
things?” This was the opening
tongue-in-cheek consideration
offered by Heather McGhee,
renowned economist and bestselling author of “The Sum of
Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper
Together,” during recent talks
in St. Pete on March 14 and 15.
But the topic was far from
humorous, and McGhee’s presentations for the Foundation
for a Healthy St. Petersburg’s
Pinellas Race Equity Leadership Council and USF St. Pete
over the two days were sobering reminders of how our
country’s racist tactics have
led to an apparent willingness
to continue to “cut off its nose
to spite its face.”
For McGhee, three years
of crossing the country to determine why so many of our
nation’s policies, past and present, have led to shocking in-

Economist and author Heather McGhee
draws on a wealth of economic data to show how
discriminatory laws and practices targeting
Black America also negatively impact society as a
whole. Pictured above on March 15 at the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg.
equity in so many areas revealed the disturbing tendency
of what she referred to as “the

zero-sum paradigm.”
The idea, held by large

Rev. Dr. Shawn E. E. Thomas
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The community was stunned hearing about
the loss of one of its most phenomenal and impactful leaders. It was
reported Rev. Dr. Shawn Thomas
went underwater in Lake Seminole last Friday evening and was
found hours later.
No way could this be possible,
thought many from the religious
community. He is much too
young, full of vigor, with tremendous vision, and at the beginning
of a new journey as senior pastor
of Galilee Missionary Baptist
Church.
“The passing of Pastor Dr.
Shawn Thomas is a painful loss
that exceeds our understanding,”
said Mayor Ken Welch. “His work
in the ministry, education, and our
community has touched countless
lives, including my family’s. Our
condolences, prayers, and uplift
go out to the Thomas family, the
Galilee and Mt. Zion Progressive
Church families, and all in the
community who were blessed by
Pastor Thomas’ purposeful work.”
On Tuesday, approximately
200 people gathered at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church for a prayer vigil, where
Thomas spent seven years leading
the Children and Youth Ministry.
As the song “Order My Steps”
played softly, participants received
roses and candles to light. The
moment was solemn as the
mourners reflected on a man who
gave so much.
“We are being strengthened to
know that he is in the hands of
God,” said Latoya McTier,
Thomas’ older sister, who helped
raise him when their parents
passed away.
Mt. Zion Progressive youth director, Michelle Mann, spoke at
the vigil. She spent eight years
working alongside Thomas at the
church. She cherishes the times
and is grateful for the moments
they shared.
“He was a big kid who loved

See McGHEE, page 3

See THOMAS, page 2
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISPOSE OF
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE

THOMAS, from front page

The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is in receipt of an offer from Positive Impact
Worldwide to purchase City-owned property generally located at 3201 28th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33711, Legal Description: Lot 1, Block 1, Faith Community Fellowship, Parcel ID#35-31-16-27443-001-0010. The property is located
within the South St. Petersburg Community Redevelopment Area. A copy of the
offer can be obtained from the City of St. Petersburg, Municipal Services Center,
Real Estate & Property Management Department, 9th Floor, One - 4th Street North,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 or on the City’s website: www.stpete.org/realestate.
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380, that the CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG is inviting any alternative proposals from private developers, or any persons, interested in providing an alternative proposal undertaking the lease,
purchase, or development of the site. Proposals must be delivered not later than
10:00 A.M. (ET), April 20, 2022, to City of St. Petersburg, Real Estate & Property
Management, Municipal Services Center, One – 4th Street North, 9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. Preferred method of proposal delivery is via email to
Dennis Weber, Real Estate Coordinator, at dennis.weber@stpete.org. Proposals
received after the specified time and date for any reason will NOT be considered.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and may
accept such alternative proposal as it deems to be in the public interest.
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Pastor Shawn Thomas and Mt. Zion Progressive’s
One80 Teen Ministry sang praises to God for nursing home residents
at the South Heritage Health & Rehabilitation Center in 2017.
the youth and was an advocate for them. When I
made him upset about
something or put one of
the youths out for the day,
he would start singing
the hymn ‘A Charge to
Keep I Have’ and bring
them back. He was a person with such a big heart
that you had to love him.
I will never forget his
teaching, ‘don’t stop and
don’t give up on our
youth,’” said Mann.
Rev. Louis Murphy,
senior pastor of Mt. Zion
Progressive, was equally
appreciative of Thomas’
service, referring to him
as a tremendous blessing.
“He became a preaching partner, stated Murphy. “He handled things
in a way that any pastor
would appreciate. He embraced the vision, was
committed to the work of
the ministry, and had love
for the people. He had a
pastor’s heart.”
A year before leaving
to pastor his own church,
Thomas took on the director of ministry position at Mt. Zion.
As the youth pastor,
Thomas led missionary
trips to Central America
to promote youth evangelism and provide vacation bible school to
children in Belize. In a
2016 article, he said that
before the trip, the youths
would say they were volunteering for events “because Pastor Shawn said
we were going to do this.”
After the trip, he said,
“The youths are now
coming to me with community
involvement
ideas.”
You
could
find
Thomas and his charges
in the community mowing lawns, cleaning up
neighborhoods, and visiting residents in nursing
homes. In a 2017 article,
Thomas said, “We’re try-
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ing to make sure that our
kids understand that as a
part of their Christian witness, they have a responsibility and duty to serve
humanity.”
Thomas was an adjunct professor of World
Religion at St. Petersburg
College and served the
State of Florida as a house
speaker appointee on the
Council for the Social Status of Black Men and
Boys.
“Dr. Shawn Thomas
answered the call of the
torchbearer,” reflected
Dr. Tonjua Williams, president of St. Petersburg
College. “Torchbearers
communicate in a way
that conquers fear and inspires hope. That was Dr.
Shawn Thomas.”
“Professor Thomas
has a personality built for
teaching; the atmosphere
of the classroom is one
that openly invites inquiry and discussion,”
said a former student.
“The questions prompted
throughout the lecture
were genuinely stimulating and allowed me to
think in ways I would
have never thought to
think in before entering
this classroom.”
A product of Pinellas
County Schools, Thomas
went on to receive a master’s degree in divinity
from Morehouse School
of Religion in Atlanta and
a doctorate in ministry
from the United Theological Seminary in Dayton,
Ohio, where he served as
a doctorate mentor. He
also completed one unit
of clinical pastoral education to help develop his
abilities to assist individuals holistically.
Rev.
Dr.
Wayne
Thompson, senior pastor
of First Baptist Institutional Church, knew
Thomas in his early days
of ministry and became a
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father figure to him. He
said Thomas was a smart
young man whose personality rivaled his brilliance, calling it a winning
combination. He admired
Thomas’ faithfulness, especially to those he
served.
“When you are faithful
to another man’s ministry, then God will give
you your own. Shawn fed
the people from the pulpit. He did not disappoint.”
Thomas will live on
through the hearts and
minds of those he
touched. In his 39 years
on this earth, he imparted wisdom into souls
and planted seeds in the
youth to grow. The pain is
plentiful now, but his
memories will carry on,
and more stories of his
love for God and community will be revealed.
Rev. Thompson put
his friend’s death into perspective: “God is head of
the Human Resource Department. He knows
where the next servant of
His is, and He will match
His next servant. God
knows what’s next. God
never fails to replace what
He removes. He knows
what He removes, how to
replace it, and He patiently prepares people
for who is next.”
The visitation and
wake will be held at
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church, 505 35th St.
S, in St. Petersburg, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. this Friday,
April 1. The funeral will
be held Saturday, April 2
at 11 a.m. at First Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg,
1900 Gandy Blvd. N, in St.
Petersburg. All clergy
and officials are requested to wear their
black robe or ceremonial
attire for the service and
arrive by 10 a.m. on Saturday.
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All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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Better Living with Nurse Shar
Control your mind, control your body
You’ve gained some
weight, and you know it!
You think you already
know why you’ve gained
weight, but you don’t.
You think it’s because
you don’t have enough
time and motivation to
exercise. You think it’s
because you love food
and don’t quite have
enough willpower to cut
back sufficiently.
What if I told you
these are only a small
part of the story?
The real reason we’re
gaining weight is that our
mind hasn’t been conditioned to lose weight.
Have you ever noticed
how fast athletes gain
weight when they retire
from competition? It’s
crazy. The reason that athletes are good at sports is
the same reason that later
causes them to bloat.
They have been
trained to fuel their bodies for tremendous athletic feats; this doesn’t
just disappear once they
retire. If you understand
the mechanism, you can
learn to control your
weight without diet, suf-

fering, or a crazy exercise schedule.
We think we’re in
control
Fact: the immediate
cause of weight gain is
what you eat and how
you live. I’m not preaching any false science
here, and I think most
people will quickly agree
with this statement. However, controlling what
you eat and how you live
is complex, and I will tell
you why. If you think you
can change your behavior pattern with pure
willpower, then you just
haven’t really tried yet.
Sure, you and I pride
ourselves in being adults,
in control of our choices
and destiny. But that’s
just not true. In truth, we
rarely ever do anything
that brings us discomfort
for an extended period of
time. You think I’m
wrong?
Go take a straightcold shower just to prove
who is in control. Go
without solid food for two
days. It won’t hurt you; it
certainly won’t kill you,
but it will make your
body very angry. And the

fact of the matter is that
we are slaves to response
patterns established by
our bodies. So, who’s really in control?
You are what you
think about
Training your body is
all about training your
mind. We’re not talking
calculus here; we’re talking about your subconscious mind — where
deep emotions, established patterns, habits,
and instant responses
live. Right now, most of
us live in a trinity of an
idle body, an indecisive
conscious mind, and a
subconscious that does
most of the work.
You probably already
know that the subconscious mind provides
emotional responses to
reinforce “good” behavior (like eating a piece of
cake), but what you
might not know is that
the subconscious is also
responsible for all athletic abilities. Even simple stuff like walking or
typing is a constant interaction of conscious commands and unconscious
responses.
For example, when
you learn to shoot a basketball, what you are
doing is using the conscious mind to burn in a
pattern that develops into
a subconscious skill set.
You “no longer have to
think about it when
you’ve truly mastered a
move.” If you’re still
thinking about the mechanics of a dance step

BY SHARLENE EDWARDS, MPH, RN, CIC
HEALTH & WELLNESS COACH

— it’s a sign that you
have not “learned” it yet.
That is, your subconscious cannot yet take
over. Once you have
“learned” the skill, your
conscious mind need
only call out the command, and the subconscious does the action.
You are limitless
What are you really
capable of? Honestly, you
have no idea. Your limitations are defined by
childhood experience —
and have no relation to
your adult capabilities.
You are emotionally tied
to childhood ideas, and
most of your adult personality is just a protective cage built by a
scared child. What would
you give to have the
power to redefine yourself?
Now for the good
news: your mind has a
small, clever, conscious
aspect that gives you the
ability to reprogram your
entire mind. That’s right,
and your conscious mind
can completely re-write
and take control of your
entire mental reality. This
ability defines humans —
it makes us the most flexible animals on earth and
allows us to train our
minds to do amazing
things. From playing concert piano to extreme
sports, the vast power of
the mind is tapped by
this uniquely human capability.
How does this help
me lose weight?
The real question is,

“how do I teach my subconscious
to
lose
weight?” Here’s the one
thing people need to understand, our subconscious mind ignores
most of what we tell it because we bark at it in the
wrong language. The language of the subconscious
mind
is
EMOTION. Using our
emotion as a gauge, the
subconscious mind determines the importance
of any behavior.
For example, say that
you’re trying to learn a
new skill. You’re working
hard to understand, but
you are not enjoying the
task, and your emotions
are saying, “this sucks,”
“I wish I were elsewhere,” “how much
longer is this going to
take?” Well, it will take a
lot longer because you’re
broadcasting to your subconscious mind the message: “ignore this activity,
just move along, there’s
nothing to see here.” It
may not feel like it, but
you’re fully controlling
your conscious emotions.
And this is the fundamental method of programming the subconscious
mind.
Now that you understand the basic mechanics of programming your
mind, you can put it into
practice right away. What
you are going to do is replace the types of foods
you crave. This technique is fun and very
powerful because, rather
than working against

years of food programming, you will do some
mental Ju-Jitsu and simply translate an existing
food craving into a desire
for healthy options.
Magic? It’s better!
It’s pretty simple:
first, you’re going to stop
eating for a while (nonsugary drinks are ok).
This is not a diet plan;
we’re not yet trying to
lose weight. We’re just
trying to stimulate a
hunger response. When
you begin to feel the initial sense of hunger, do
this: Breath in deeply,
relax, and feel the
hunger — then don’t
think of your normal food
options. Instead, imagine
yourself eating a healthier option and absolutely
loving it. That’s right, visualize yourself hungry
and eating healthy food
options and let a feeling
of joy and satisfaction
flood over you. Then return to whatever you
were doing.
In a few minutes
when the next pang of
hunger comes, repeat
this mental exercise.
Keep it up for an hour or
so, and then have a light
snack. While eating, visualize yourself loving it —
associate hunger, food,
healthy option, and joy in
your imagination. Now
give it a try!
Sharlene Edwards,
aka Nurse Shar, is a public health practitioner and
community advocate with
a master’s degree in public
health epidemiology.

Economist Heather McGhee considers the ‘zero-sum paradigm’ of American racism
MCGHEE, from front page

swaths of the white Americans, that progress for
Black and Brown people
must come at the expense
of these same terrified,
and whether they know it
or not, racist whites.
McGhee’s career includes more than two
decades in public policy at
the think-tank Demos. Accumulating and using research,
statistical
analysis, and data-enabled
her to craft legislation,
help shape presidential
campaign platforms, testify before Congress, and
help design solutions to
the country’s most pressing economic problems –
including lack of affordable health care and housing, student debt, and
ongoing poverty.
But when she realized
that none of the solutions
they recommended had
managed to move the needle over that 20 years,
McGhee left Demos to try
and figure out what was
really at play in America’s
intractable inequality ongoing poverty.
Calling these issues
“the sort of bread-and-butter kitchen table issues
that it would seem like in
a country with the resources of this country,
with the ingenuity and
people and human capital
of this country, we should
be able to solve,” she admitted that instead, things
seemed to be getting
worse.
“One percent of the
population owned more
wealth than the entire
middle class, while 40 percent of adult workers
were paid too little to
meet their basic needs —
so something simply wasn’t working,” she stated.

Over about three
years, McGhee went from
California to Mississippi,
to Maine and back again
multiple times trying to
discover why America
didn’t seem to be able to
have what other countries
with a fraction of America’s wealth were able to
have, such as universal
paid family leave and
health insurance and wellfunded schools in every
neighborhood.
McGhee’s book-related research led to disturbing discoveries about
the system of structural
racism that gradually
grew out of the legacy of
slavery and reconstruction and continued with
the gradual erosion of
programs established for
the “public good.”
Using the example of
the draining of public
pools, which, as McGhee
noted, were shut down
across the country once
desegregation became
law, it became easy to see
how the loss of public
pools (and sometimes entire recreation centers) —
drained, filled, and covered over, rather than
forced to integrate — hurt
both Blacks and whites.
But some of these
public good programs
also provided generational wealth for whites –
generational wealth not
available to Blacks at that
time.
An offshoot of the
Works Progress Administration and New Deal, and
born out of the Great Depression, McGhee referred to the public goods
ethos – in which the
American government
saw itself as having a responsibility to ensure a

More than 150 residents watched as Heather McGhee delivered an impressive keynote
on the great moral responsibility of our time: undoing discriminatory practices
to achieve true race and health equity.
decent standard of living
for people, and to solve
larger community problems by providing for
these public goods.
The public goods
ethos was reflected in
things that were more
economically significant
than swimming pools, including social security for
the elderly, investment in
housing that workers
could afford, the GI Bill
that sent a generation of
white vets to college, and
no-down-payment homeownership.
“These public goods
together helped to create
the greatest middle class
the world had ever seen;
the highest standard of
living in the world in the
1950s. And yet, virtually
everything I just described was in one way or
another, racially exclusionary — for whites
only,” asserted McGhee.
These programs — established for whites before the civil rights gains
of the 60s – would be
eroded and tossed aside
once white Americans
were forced to hand equal

rights and these same
sorts of public goods to
Blacks.
Once these public
good programs were
open to Blacks, “in a very
short period of time, we
began to see a massive
public opinion shift of the
majority of white people
away from supporting
the perfect formula that
had created that middleclass
prosperity,”
McGhee added.
This included ideas
such as guaranteed jobs
and a basic universal income, which, before the
60s, two-thirds of surveyed whites were in
favor of. But once the
1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
occurred,
support
dropped by 50 percent
among whites.
Indeed, said McGhee,
the countr y’s entire
“high growth model”
shifted in the wake of the
60s Civil Rights Movement to what she referred to a “drained pool
politics,” which lowered
the investment in public
goods, and made public

policy less responsive to
the core concerns of
working and middle-class
families.
She noted that it was
even one of the factors
that caused our higher
education model to go
from a free education to
“debt to diploma” model
as we drained the resources for public college, going from grants
to loans just as higher education diplomas became
more necessar y in the
American working world.
McGhee also shared
the economic damage
the ongoing “drained
pool” ethos has wrought,
including one report that
states the loss of money
derived by the country’s
racial divide is as much
as $16 trillion lost over
the last 20 years.
The cost in damage
was recently supported
by a regional report by
the Tampa Bay Partnership published in 2020
that noted: “eliminating
racial and ethnic discrimination in wealth would
add $50 billion to the
[Tampa Bay] region’s

$248 billion economy (a
20 percent increase).”
According to the latest research, this zerosum worldview is ver y
racialized in the U.S.
McGhee explained that
fixing this huge dilemma
means realizing that “our
collective
economic
progress is really being
held back by a lie — the
lie of the zero-sum; the
idea that there’s sort of a
fixed pie of well-being
and if one group gets a
bigger smart slice and
the next group must get a
smaller slice.”
In economics, she
shared, “It’s like a game,
and you want all of your
players on the field scoring points for your team.
You don’t want anyone
sidelined due to discrimination or disadvantage.
But the zero-sum stor y,
this old stor y that says
we are in competition
with one another, says
that we’re not all on the
same team.”
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

COMMUNITY NEWS
4

THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2022

www.theweeklychallenger.com

The Weekly Challenger

In 'Little Satchmo,' a Sarasota resident shares her
story as the secret daughter of Louis Armstrong
BY STEPHANIE COLOMBINI &VICTORIA CROSDALE
WUSF Public Media - WUSF 89.7

SARASOTA -- For most
of Sharon Preston-Folta’s
life, she kept a profound secret: her father is jazz legend Louis Armstrong.
The public believed for
decades that Armstrong
did not have any children.
But Preston-Folta changed
that 10 years ago when she
revealed in a memoir that
she is his daughter. The
Sarasota resident is sharing
her story again, this time
on screen in the documentary “Little Satchmo.”
It’s playing at film festivals around the world this
year and will kick off the
upcoming
season
of
the PBS series REEL
SOUTH on April 11.
Wednesday,
REEL
SOUTH will host a virtual
screening and Q&A with
Preston-Folta and the filmmakers ahead of its Season
Seven premiere.
Preston-Folta was born
in 1955. Her mother, Lucille
“Sweets” Preston, was a
performer from Harlem,
New York. She was romantically involved with Armstrong for many years, but
he was married to someone
else — his fourth wife Lucille Armstrong.
Preston-Folta said the
world-famous musician and
cultural icon felt like he
couldn’t publicly acknowledge a child born from an
affair.
“For anybody back then
in the 1950s and '60s it was
taboo,” she said. “Just add
the fact that Black people
were not considered equal
and were fighting for civil
rights, it would take them

back even further.”
But privately, PrestonFolta was part of Armstrong's life.
“When we were together.”
She has letters and
audio recordings he would
send to her and her mom
professing his love for them
and recounting his travels.
“It was just part of how
he interacted with us. You
know, it wasn’t really until
he wasn’t with us that I realized how special it was
that he communicated
through letters and sent
audio messages as if he
were there,” said PrestonFolta.
Armstrong's instantly
recognizable voice can be
heard in the film delivering
messages like, “I know
Sharon is a good girl.” The
documentary, like the
memoir, gets its name from
another letter Armstrong
sent Sweets Preston when
he learned she was pregnant.
“He says, ‘Oh the baby
must have my name right
away,’” said Preston-Folta,
whose middle name is
Louise. “And then he says,
‘Take care of yourself and
my Little Satchmo.’”
Armstrong also talks
in the letters of paying for
Preston-Folta's education
and sending her presents.
She said he paid for her to
go to private school and
saved up money for her to
go to college.
He bought her mom a
home in Mount Vernon,
New York. Preston-Folta
said her father would visit
them there occasionally, or
invite them along on tour to
see him perform.
“One song that I always
feel connected to him is

“When It’s Sleepy Time
Down South,” said PrestonFolta, beginning to reminisce.
“I can remember as a
young child going to those
shows either sitting in the
front row or being backstage. And he sings that
song like no one else, and
he ends it the same way,
you know (singing), ‘Good
evening everybody,’ and
then goes into the next
song. It makes me smile because it reminds me of
when we were together.”
Preston-Folta said that's
the one song that makes
her think of “Dad” when
she hears it, rather than
Armstrong the jazz icon.
She said as a young
child, life was good, but said
as she grew older she
began to question why she
couldn’t see or speak to her
dad without her mom and
others carefully controlling
the situation. His absence
became more painful.
“In the veil of having a
roof over my head and a decent lifestyle, I was missing
that emotional connection,”
said Preston-Folta.
She was 10 years old
when she learned the truth
about her father’s marriage, watching from her
living room as Armstrong
talked about his wife on the
"Tonight Show with Johnny
Carson."
“So it was really confusing, which led to anger, and
then also led to, well, I need
to be self-sufficient,” she
said.
Preston-Folta said she
and her mom lost touch
with her father in the years
leading up to his death in
1971. She said his illness,
and also a bitter argument
her parents had on a trip to

Atlantic City a few years
prior, contributed to the
separation.
It took a lot of time, she
said, to reflect on her relationship with her parents
and accept them.
“Like people say it takes
a village to raise a child, it
takes a village to heal,” she
said. “So it wasn’t just one
thing, it was sitting with a
Sharon Preston-Folta, daughter of Louis
qualified therapist, it was renewing my faith — I’m a
Armstrong, said the jazz icon couldn't
born-again Christian. I would acknowledge her publicly but said he ‘loved her
say the biggest catharsis
the best way he could.’ She opens up about
came when I sat down and
their complex relationship in a new
wrote the memoir.”
documentary.
Preston-Folta
cowrote Little Satchmo: Liv- no medical proof, though “small but mighty” team
ing in the Shadow of my she bears a striking resem- worked through the panfather, Louis Daniel Arm- blance to him. She said demic to craft the film,
strong with Denene Mill- Armstrong’s wife also blending found footage
ner in 2012.
legally “erased” her from his with shots taken in her
“I just wanted to make will, signing an affidavit after Sarasota home.
myself known and the cir- his death that he bore no
According to Umcumstances of why I wasn't children nor adopted any.
berger, the documentary
known, but I do exist,” she
But Preston-Folta said has been selected for more
said.
she knows Armstrong be- than 20 film festivals
Armstrong's legacy
lieved he was her father, around the world from the
The outpouring of sup- and she believes that he U.S. to Greece, Japan, Italy,
port Preston-Folta has re- loved her “the best way he and more. Earlier this
ceived since publishing the could.”
month it was featured in
book and now screening
As for how her story the Through Women’s
the documentary has should affect his legacy, Eyes International Film
meant a lot to her, she said. Preston-Folta said she Festival in Sarasota.
Some people open up about hopes the documentary
On April 10, Green
their own challenges with will help people understand Light Cinema in St. Petersparents; others share fond her father was a complex burg will also host a screenmemories of Louis Arm- man as opposed to a carica- ing and Q&A as part of the
strong.
ture of an entertainer.
Listen Up Film Series, pre“Here these people
“Remember the genius sented by Daddy Kool
were accepting me and that he was, that he was a Records. You can pursharing with me and just multi-dimensional human chase tickets for the event
letting me know just how being, he loved deeply, and here.
special he was, so that was that my mother and I were
Wednesday's free viran unexpected gift,” she a part of his life as much as tual screening hosted by
said. “And I’m thankful that anything else was in his REEL SOUTH starts at 7
other people saw them- life,” she said.
p.m. You can register to atselves in my story in some
About the film
tend here.
way.”
Little Satchmo is di“In 'Little Satchmo,' a
Preston-Folta acknowl- rected by John Alexander, Sarasota resident shares her
edged there have also been who also wrote the film. Lea story as the secret daughter of
skeptics who question Umberger and JC Guest Louis Armstrong” originally
whether she really is Arm- produced it.
appeared on WUSF Public
strong's daughter. There is
Preston-Folta said the Media
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Linda Jones continues the fight against domestic violence
BY KARIN DAVISTHOMPSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
When Linda Jones’ son
was about nine, he told
his mom that he was unhappy and in a lot of pain.
There was so much going
on — the divorce from
her husband, domestic violence she endured,
which her son witnessed
and was sometimes a victim of.

“It just touched me,”
Jones said. “He was bullied a lot, dealing with depression, anger, and low
self-esteem. It was a lot for
a young person to go
through.”
Things weren’t easy
for Jones either. Her husband had been awarded
custody by a judge, she
said, did not believe her
about the abuse.
“My husband was manipulative,” Jones stated.
“We went back and forth

in court for a while, which
wasn’t healthy either.”
She wasn’t even able
to talk to her son on the
phone for a while.
“He was brave enough
to call me one night, and
we talked for hours.”
Hearing her son’s pain
gave her an idea that she
hoped would be healing
for both of them. She didn’t realize how much the
story would mean to others.
She decided to write a
book about it, but not
from the perspective you
might imagine. She wrote
the book that she titled, “I
Hate My Life – A
Teenager’s Story, entirely
from her son’s perspective.
“He was reluctant at
first,” the 70-year-old said.
“He didn’t understand
why anyone would want
to read about how terrible
his life was. But years
later, he understood why
it was important.”
“I Hate My Life” was
published in 2013, and
Jones said young readers
expressed how much
they could relate. She was
asked to speak to youth
groups, and the book was
made required reading
for nursing students at St.
Petersburg College.
While Jones said writing was painful and
cleansing simultaneously,
she has been overwhelmed by the reaction
and the suggestion that

Linda Jones turned her best-selling book
‘I Hate My Life: A Teenager’s Story’ into a documentary in
an effort to continue fighting against domestic violence.
she take the next step:
making the book into a
documentary.
The mother of three
said she had never considered a documentary, but
the more she thought
about it, the more she
thought it was a good
idea.
Earlier this month, the
next step in the journey
became a reality with the
book’s release as a documentary. While it was another form of reliving
what happened to Jones
and her son, she knew

taking the book to the
next level was necessary.
“It took about two
weeks to put the documentary together,” Jones
said. “The fact that domestic violence is still on
the rise worldwide, it’s too
important not to leave
something behind that
people can learn from.”
So far, her son’s story
has touched lives as far
away as Africa.
“It’s so rewarding to
know something that you
put together has helped
people halfway around

the world,” Jone beamed.
“I am really grateful for all
the good people who have
supported me and made it
easier to get the story all
over the city and even outside of the city,” she
stated. “They were wholeheartedly behind it. It can
save lives.”
To learn more about
the book and the documentary, visit www.childrenlivesmatter.net.
To reach Karin DavisThompson, email kdavisthompson@theweeklychalle
nger.com
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Scruggs receives community service award

Maria L. Scruggs received the Literacy Festival
Community Service Award from the Friends of Johnson Branch Library,
Inc. for her dedication to literacy. Left, Charleen Bryson,
adult service coordinator, St. Petersburg Library System,
Maria L. Scruggs, and Friends of Johnson Branch Library
President Ernie Coney

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Friends of Johnson
Branch Library, Inc. presented Maria L. Scruggs
with the Literacy Festival
Community Service Award
at the 10th annual Literacy
Festival held at the Enoch
Davis Center last week.
The Friends of Johnson
Branch Library, a support
group for the James Weldon Johnson Community
Library, has for years spotlighted those who are serving the community well in
the area of literacy. Scruggs
was a unanimous choice as
this year’s honoree.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, Scruggs graduated from Northeast High
School, where she began
breaking down barriers by
being elected the first
African-American homecoming queen.
She earned her Bachelor of Science degree in

Criminology from Florida
State University, and a master’s in public administration from Grand Canyon
University. Scruggs has
earned several professional
and leadership development certifications, including the National Jail
Leadership Command Certification, Certified Public
Manager in the State of
Florida, and a graduate of
the Florida Department of
Law Enforcement’s Executive Institute.
Scruggs’ professional
work experience includes
40 years as a public servant. Her years of dedicated
public
service
include law enforcement,
corrections, healthcare,
public housing, and community/neighborhood development.
She is currently employed at Orange County
Corrections, where she has

commuted 1,500 miles per
week for 14 years. She has
the overall management responsibilities for alternative
community service, drug
testing, and pretrial release
supervision.
Scruggs’ community involvement is extensive, including serving as the
Happy Workers Learning
Center board’s executive
director and the president
of the St. Petersburg
Branch of the NAACP.
In
2018,
Scruggs
founded the Phyllis Wheatley Rise to Read Campaign,
aiming to close the literacy
gap between Black and
white students in Pinellas
County.
The Friends of Johnson
Branch Library congratulates Maria L. Scruggs on
being this year’s Literacy
Festival Community Service Award winner.

Crist bill expands scholarships for
Sickle Cell research
BY JODI YONDER
Contributor

TALLAHASSEE –U.S.
Representative
Charlie
Crist (D-St. Petersburg)
has proposed legislation to
step up life-saving research and loan repayment
for those joining the fight
against Sickle Cell Disease
(SCD).
SCD is the result of genetic mutation that reduces the ability of blood
cells to transport oxygen
throughout the body. Considered a childhood disease where individuals did
not survive until adult-

hood, patients now live
longer and are at high risk
because of the lack of research.
Approximately
100,000 people live with
sickle cell disease in the
United States, the overwhelming majority of
whom are Black Americans.
“We have the opportunity to save lives by broadening the research against
sickle cell. We need specialists to wage that war,
and we will encourage that
through the Sickle Cell
Care Expansion Act,” Crist
said.

The National Health
Service Corps would be
expanded to provide scholarships and loan repayment assistance for those
studying benign hematology, the SCD specialty.
The legislation also provides for the creation of
competitive grants to increase SCD awareness
and the resources available to those with the disease.
This legislation is endorsed by the Black
Women’s Health Imperative and the American Society of Hematologists.

Crist dominates the Democratic gubernatorial
race and is the only candidate in either party focused on
specific policies that improve the quality of life for Floridians.
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A grave situation: Part one
and operations stirred vigorous debates long before
Vanessa Gray began volunteering her time to care for
graves.
They
raged
decades before this Gulfport woman established a
nonprofit corporation and
took possession of the
cemetery in February
2017.
Recent events elsewhere have launched new
debates. The uncovering of
the long-forgotten Zion
Cemetery under Robles
Park Village and adjacent
properties in Tampa last
year sparked anger. Many
questioned how a public
housing
development
could be built atop those
supposedly resting in
peace. The subsequent discovery of the forgotten
burials from the former
Ridgewood
Cemetery

BY JAMES A. SCHNUR
The Gabber

GULFPORT – Residents of Gulfport have had
an interest in the fate of Lincoln Cemetery for many
years. Established in 1926,
there is a general – and incorrect – assumption that
Lincoln was the original
cemetery for African Americans on the lower Pinellas
Peninsula.
Those old enough to remember when a railroad
operated on the current
path of the Fred Marquis
Pinellas Trail might even
invoke the old phrase “on
the other side of the tracks”
to describe the purpose
and placement of this
cemetery many years ago.
The story of Lincoln
Cemetery is complicated.
Controversies over Lincoln’s location, condition

Photo by June Johns

below the grounds of King
High School raised new
concerns.
The Black Lives Matter
movement and other calls
for racial and social justice
have addressed inequalities and disparities that
some have simply sought
to bury and forget. Part of
addressing this painful past
involves digging up the dirt
on why Lincoln Cemetery
was born and how our collective memory of many
burial sites has largely perished.
Only then will we bring
this painful skeleton out of
the closet for good. Only
then can we move in a direction where society can
assure that Black Cemeteries Matter, too.
In upcoming issues of
the Gabber, we will look at
some “grave situations” in
Pinellas County. By exhuming the history of Lincoln
and
some
long-forgotten burial sites
in Pinellas, we see how
these locations often suffered because of the race
or identity of the persons
buried there.
Issues that confront
those of us living, such as
gentrification and urban renewal, have also impacted
the dearly departed as others have paved over a his-

tory they wanted us to forget, rather than lovingly remember.
The next part of this
story will uncover the origins and history of Lincoln
Cemetery. Why was it created in 1926? Who were the
first burials? Where did
caskets come from that
traveled to Lincoln for a
second chance at a secondclass burial? What problems did Lincoln face in
subsequent years?
After that, the story
steps back in time to examine burial practices from
long ago. Where did burials take place long before
Gulfport existed, even long
before its predecessors of
Disston City and Veteran
City? What happened to
the Indian mounds? Were
there bodies within any of
them? What is a Potter’s
field?
Next, the journey travels to Gulfport’s neighbor,
a city once sarcastically referred to as “God’s waiting
room.” Where did St. Petersburg bury their “nearly
dead” after they died? How
did urban renewal plans
long before the 1960s reshape the lives of the living
and the placement of the
dead?
Future weeks include
visits to places in mid- and

Photo by Shelly Wilson

upper-Pinellas. Five acres
on a bluff near Seminole
High School once offered
Blacks a quiet place to express their grief amidst the
groves. Graves located at
one of the recently discovered locations in Clearwater also offer a lesson in
how the county wanted to
move bodies so they could
perpetuate racially segregated schools.
Recent developments
at two other historically
Black cemeteries show
how community concern
and engagement can bring
renewed hope. Volunteers
have worked to restore the
grounds of Whispering
Souls, a burial ground that
once served those who

lived in the agricultural
communities near Safety
Harbor. Rose Hill Cemetery in Tarpon Springs
gained long-overdue recognition and moved beyond
its thorny past after it was
added to the National Register of Historic Places in
March 2017.
Could its experience
offer a possible roadmap
for Lincoln to gain greater
recognition and support?
Join us for a journey
that we hope will leave few
stones unturned – except
for those in the cemetery.
Exhuming the Past of
Lincoln and Forgotten
Cemeteries in Pinellas: An
eight-part series special to
the Gabber
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Mayor Welch begins Ramadan with a city proclamation
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
ushered in the holy
month of Ramadan, which
begins this Saturday, with
a proclamation from
Mayor Ken Welch speaking from the steps of City
Hall on Wednesday,
March 30.
Ramadan, celebrated
by those of the Islamic
faith the world over, is a
month of fasting, prayer,

and reflection and lasts
from one crescent moon
sighting to the next.
Mayor Welch said St.
Petersburg is a city that
celebrates diversity and
honors tradition across all
faiths.
“And I’m thrilled to be
here today to offer a
proclamation declaring
April the month of Ramadan in St. Petersburg,”
said the mayor. “And offering our city’s best
wishes for a successful
fast to all those who rec-

ognize this special holy
month. In the spirit of diversity, in honor of faith,
I’m happy to present the
following proclamation.”
He formally proclaimed April 2022 – coordinated with the Hijri
calendar year of 1443 – as
the month of Ramadan in
St. Petersburg “and extend our best wishes for a
very successful fast in celebration.”
Imam Abdul Karim
Ali, president, Tampa Bay
Area Muslim Association,

Inc., explained that Ramadan was a month when
revelation, or information,
was revealed to Muhammad, the prophet, to bring
not only his countrymen
but the world out of darkness.
“Ramadan addressed
the poor, the needy, those
who need assistance. Ramadan is a month of giving, and I’m sure we can
all agree, in light of the situation that has taken
place in our world … that
there’s a need for some

revelation, some information, some enlightenment
to bring humanity back together,” Ali said, noting
the war in Ukraine and
other atrocities going on
in the world.
Ali invited the community to come out and celebrate the annual Iftar
dinner, which is the
evening meal Muslims
end their daily Ramadan
fast at sunset, this year on
April 14 at the Coliseum,
beginning at 6 p.m. The
yearly dinner is held to

break down barriers and
find common ground.
“We will have a night
of enlightenment,” stated
Ali. “We have a night of
wonderful food, but most
importantly, the theme
that we have selected is,
‘we the peoples breaking
bread together with love
and compassion.’ That’s
what we’re all about.”
To register for the free
dinner, visit bit.ly/Iftardinner.

Students from Arqam’s Academy and members of the Islamic community joined Mayor Ken Welch in ushering in the holy month of Ramadan with a
proclamation from the steps of City Hall on Wednesday, March 30. | Photo courtesy of the City of St. Petersburg.
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Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas: What an embarrassment
Dear Editor:
From the get-go, this
man, Clarence Thomas,
has done nothing but embarrass a nation of African
Americans and people of
goodwill with his bizarre
behaviors. During his
confirmation hearing in
July 1991, Senator Howell
Heflin (D, AL) said,
“Judge Thomas, I have
looked over your life and
history, and you’re something of an enigma.”
Senator Heflin’s statement holds true today,
nearly 31 years later.
Thomas’
confirmation
hearing was one of the
most contentious in history. He, no doubt, is a
puzzling and difficult person to understand and has
significantly contributed
to the diminished respect
of the Supreme Court.
During his confirmation hearing, a very credible witness testified that
she was sexually harassed
by Thomas when they
worked together in the
Office of Equal Opportunity.
Many
people
throughout the country
believed her version of
the events. Naturally,
Thomas denied the allegations.
He summarized the
hearing as a “high-tech
lynching.”
Thomas
strongly and forcefully
used the race card to suggest that he was being targeted for being a Black
man.
Damn, an AfricanAmerican man was accused
by
an
African-American woman
of sexual harassment, and
he interjected the word
lynching into the conversation. Thomas failed to
display the judicial temperament desired of a
Supreme Court Justice.
From there, things

have only gotten worse.
The Senate narrowly approved him, and the embarrassments began to
pile up. For years it seems
he never opened his
mouth during oral arguments. He presented himself as unintelligent – big
time.
As a matter of fact, in
Feb. 2016, National Public
Radio stated, “Clarence
Thomas asks first question from the Supreme
Court bench in 10 years.”
Wow! It took 10 years for
him to ask lawyers testifying before the court a single
question.
Mind-blowing and embarrassing.
It seems that his voting decisions may have
simply followed the lead
of Justice Antonin Scalia.
He appeared to be a Scalia
bobblehead whose head
barely bobbled.
Thomas’ voting record
seems to be one of retaliation against Democrats,
against African Americans, and against women
who speak up for themselves. Under the cover of
calling himself a conservative and simply referring to himself as
someone different, he
fails to realize that the job
of a Supreme Court Justice is to review cases
while guaranteeing the
constitutional rights of
everyone.
Thomas’ wife, Virginia
(Ginni) Thomas, has
given the country reason
to be even more suspicious of her husband’s
supreme ignorance. She
texted former President
Donald Trump’s Chief of
Staff, Mark Meadows, imploring him to support a
pathetic serial liar in his
efforts to overturn a fairly
held presidential election.
She suggested that
Trump was great and that

Republican lawmakers
who didn’t fight to overturn the election were
“pathetic.” Now, don’t get
me wrong, Ginni Thomas
had the right to her opinions, but she was stupid to
voice them – especially in
writing.
On the other hand,
Justice Thomas gave us
all reason to believe that
he has NO moral compass, NO personal ethical
code, NO respect for the
constitution, NO concern
for the court’s image, and
NO interest in doing
what’s right for the country legally. He was the
only justice to vote in
favor of Trump, NOT having to turn over records to
the House Jan. 6 committee investigating the insurrection. The only one.
Common sense would
suggest he recuse himself
from Jan. 6 court matters
out of respect for the reputation of the Supreme
Court and the fairness
doctrine of the constitution. Instead, he embarrassingly signals that he
will not do so.
Maybe, just maybe,
Thomas is taking his cues
from another group of
embarrassing individuals.
Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell spoke
highly of Justice Thomas,
referring to him as “brilliant.” Please be reminded
that this is the same
Mitch McConnell who
said that he wouldn’t support Judge Kentji Brown’s
nomination to the court
for ridiculously flawed
reasons. Obviously, McConnell used the term
brilliant twisted as it relates to these two individuals.
Former Florida Governor and current Senator
Rick Scott said, “Justice
Thomas has always been
known to do the right

‘Clarence Thomas’ voting record seems to be one of
retaliation against Democrats, against African Americans,
and against women who speak up for themselves.’
thing.” Now, this comes
from a man who has
never been known to do
or say the right thing.
Scott took the 5th
amendment 75 times during an investigation where
his company was accused
of
stealing
massive
amounts of money from
the Medicaid program.
The company was forced

to pay millions in fines
and penalties. Scott is just
another of the thugs supporting Thomas for
purely partisan political
reasons.
The American people
deserve better from the
Supreme Court. Thanks
to Justice Thomas, the
trust factor is now at an
all-time low. Congress

should initiate impeachment proceedings against
him even though it is
highly unlikely the thuggish, insurrection supporting Republicans will
vote to convict him. At
least wayward justices will
know that there is an avenue to hold them accountable.
-Ray Tampa
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Jehovah’s Witnesses increase as virtual meetings, ministry, conventions
keep congregants active and safe
—
NATIONWIDE
Carmela Clayton would
rarely go more than a few
days without knocking on
a door or visiting a Bible
student as part of her volunteer ministry. That
abruptly changed in the
spring of 2020 when Jehovah’s Witnesses suspended their in-person

public ministry, meetings,
and large conventions.
Two years later, the
Lakeland resident is
busier than ever. “A lot of
people are struggling. For
me, there is no greater
service that we can do
than to share the Bible’s
message of comfort and
hope with people because

that’s what’s needed …
especially for the times
we’re living in now.”
With this historic
change, the number of Jehovah’s Witnesses grew
three percent in the
United States in 2021
alone, matching the most
significant increase for
the organization over the

As the pandemic continues, the number of Jehovah’s Witnesses grew
three percent in the United States in 2021 alone, matching the most
significant increase for the organization over the past decade and the
second-largest percentage increase since 1990.

past decade and the second-largest percentage increase since 1990.
“Staying active in our
ministry while remaining
safe has had a powerful
preserving effect on our
congregants and communities,” said Robert Hendriks, U.S. spokesman for
Witnesses.
Jehovah’s
“The wise decision not to
prematurely resume inperson activities has
united us and protected
lives while comforting
many people in great
need. The results speak
for themselves.”
For congregants like
Clayton, the virtual pivot
has meant trading her
bookbag for a tablet and
smartphone and her walking shoes for slippers. Her
tools have changed, but
her message is the same.
She regularly shares
scriptures with dozens of
community members and
Bible
free
conducts
courses via telephone and
Zoom. Even late into the
evening, in her pajamas
and about to turn in, Clayton has answered phone
calls requesting a Bible
study on the spot. How
did she respond?
“So, I got up and gathered my stuff, and we had
the study,” she said.
Last year, the interna-

tional organization reported all-time peaks in
the number of people participating in their volunteer preaching work,
increased attendance in
Zoom meetings, and more
than 171,000 new believers baptized. In the past
two years, more than
400,000 have been baptized worldwide.
Some whose ministry
or attendance at religious
services had slowed because of age and poor
health said they feel re-energized with the convenience of virtual meetings
and a home-based ministry.
Despite dealing with
memory loss and diminished energy, Joseph
Fuoco, 81, and his wife
Sarah, 88, are now nicknamed “the dynamic duo.”
The Fuocos use Zoom
to worship twice a week
with their Hollis, N.H.,
congregation and regularly join online ministry
groups to comfort neighbors and family through
phone calls, letters, texts
and email.
“What could have
been quite a disadvantage, we’ve made into an
advantage,” Joseph Fuoco
said. “The fact that we can
work right from home is a
great advantage. I’m
happy with it.”

By sharing the Bible’s
hope remotely, the fewer
than 3,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses in Alaska can rapidly preach across the
586,000 square miles of
their sparsely populated
state. “We’re talking to
more people in a day than
we did in a month,” said
Marlene Sadowski of
Ketchikan.
The official website of
Witnesses,
Jehovah’s
translated into more than
1,000 languages, has also
leveraged the organization’s outreach.
After starting a free
self-paced Bible course on
jw.org in Dec. 2019, Lisa
Owen requested a free, interactive Bible study over
Zoom. She was one of
nearly 20,000 baptized as
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses last year in the
United States in private
settings, including backyard swimming pools,
tubs, and even rivers.
“JW.ORG gave me
somewhere to learn,
somewhere to land, and
to start living the way God
wants me to. It taught me
so much,” said Owen of
Moriarty, N.M.
To start an online
Bible study course, receive a visit or attend a
virtual meeting locally,
visit jw.org.
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ST. PETE YOUTH FARM
Time management is the key
to success in school

Two books you should add to
your reading list

BRIANNA CHAMBERS,
14

BY KIANNA CHAMBERS, 14

Youth Farm Participant

Youth Farm Participant

School can be hard
sometimes.
It’s important to have a
set schedule to help you
pass your classes and get
good grades. Some ways
you can do this is by turning in your work on time
and paying attention in
class.
You won’t have to
worry about homework
later when you follow that
tip.
Having no homework
gives you time to study for
upcoming tests and get
caught up with your other
classes (if you’re behind
on work).

“To Kill a Mockingbird” by Harper Lee is an
excellent book.
It keeps you on the
edge of your seat, interested and shocked. “To
Kill a Mockingbird” is
about a young girl named
Scout. Set in the Deep
South, Scouts’ life is filled
with drama from racism
and prejudice. As she
gets older, she sees the
other side of the drama
and finally understands
the other side of the
story.
Another
amazing
book that I’ve read is titled “A Thousand Splen-

Being behind on
schoolwork can cause you
to lose focus on your current work, and when it
comes down to situations
like this, it’s best to stay

after school and try to get
caught up.
The better you manage your time, the better
you’ll do in school.

did Suns” by Khalid Hosseini.
This book is about
women’s rights, mainly
women under the Taliban’s influence. Characters Mariam and Laila
grow up during times of

war and are forced to
marry abusive men for
survival.
They both help each
other escape the “abusive
man’s clutch,” and eventually, they get the peace
they’ve been longing for.

Sign up for Summer Bridge
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Summer Bridge provides
engaging learning activities over the summer to
prepare students for maximum success when the
next school year begins.
Face-to-face Summer
Bridge programs will be
offered again this summer and are designed to
be fun for students!
You will need a parent
username to register. If
you don’t have one, you
can get one by bringing a
valid photo ID to any PCS
school.
Current students who
live in a different
county: A Pinellas County
address must use the Student Reservation System:
reservation.pcsb.org. If
your child currently attends a PCS school with a
Special Attendance Permit (SAP), you will not be
able to enroll using the
Student Reservation Sys-

tem. For enrollment assistance, please contact
Student Assignment.
Need Help Applying?
Contact Student Assignment at 727-588-6210.
Have Transportation
Questions? Please contact
the Transportation Department at 727-587-2020.
Please note: The
school district may need
to create new bus stops to
accommodate elementary and middle school
students who enroll after
Monday, May 1.
Transportation
is
available for eligible students! In alignment with
School Board policy, regular transportation is provided
for
eligible
elementary students attending their zoned
school or a designated
feeder school if students
live more than two (2)
miles from the school.
The school district

may need to create new
bus stops to accommodate students who enroll
after May 1.
If children can be accommodated at an existing
bus
stop,
they will have transportation on Day 1.
However, if a new stop
needs to be created,
transportation will be provided, but it may not be
available until a few days
after Summer Bridge begins.
Questions? Please
contact your school.
Summer Bridge helps
students succeed:
Elementary school
students have shown impressive gains, with many
students moving from
“below proficiency” in
reading, math or science
to “at or near proficiency.”
Most students who came
to Summer Bridge already scoring “at or near

proficiency” still showed
promising learning gains.
Middle school students have continued to
demonstrate promising
growth in reading, math
and science performance,
with impressive gains in
reading ability.

High school students
have continued to benefit
from Summer Bridge.
The programs help students prepare for the
state’s Algebra 1 EOC
test, learn skills they
need to succeed in high
school, and earn the cred-

its they need to graduate.
Register for elementar y and middle school
programs at reser vation.pcsb.org. Contact
your school to register
for high school programs.

WE ENCOURAGE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
Goodwill collecting for ‘Cereal for
Summer’ food drive
TAMPA BAY – A
quarter of the children in
our community are at risk
of going hungry over the
summer when school
meals stop. The Cereal
for Summer food drive,
by 10 News and Feeding
Tampa Bay, is returning
this year to fight hunger
by collecting nutritious
foods for families in need.
Goodwill IndustriesSuncoast supports the
food drive by collecting
nonperishable breakfast
foods at its retail stores in
the Tampa Bay area. Just
look for the “Cereal for
Summer” collection box
inside Goodwill stores.
Your donation will
help ensure that children
can start the day with a
healthy snack during the

April 1 through May 6, Goodwill is
asking for donations of cereal, breakfast bars,
or oatmeal for children that will go hungry
over the summer when school meals stop.
summer school break.
Please donate dry nutritious cereal, breakfast
bars, or oatmeal from
April 1 through May 6.
Participating Goodwill
Stores
All Goodwill retail

CON N ECT
W ITH US

stores in:
Pinellas
Hillsborough
Pasco
Hernando
Polk
Citrus
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99 Jams celebrates sixth year, recognizes community leaders
at Manhattan Casino on April 2
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Saturday, April 2,
WUJM, 99 Jams will celebrate their sixth anniversary with a full day and
night of events.
The celebration kicks
off at noon at the radio
station, located at 3521
5th Ave N, St. Pete. The
station's DJs and radio
personalities will showcase their musical offerings all day long, along
with musical performances, a raffle, refreshments, and food vendors.
Radio talent such as
Roots Connection’s DJ
Snypa, Blues & Oldies
Moments of Passion’s
Tony Charles, Friday
Night Old School Show’s
The Zeeman and Co-Host
Ajay, The PAC JAM
Show’s Ric G DJ R One,
Classic Throwback Jams’
DJ Rich, and others, will

be spinning the grooves.
Live entertainment
will be provided by local
and international artists,
including Cheff the Entertainer, King Russel,
Wayne Stoddart, and Sojo
The Ladies Champ.
After the day’s events
come to a close at 8 p.m.,
fans who register can
head over to the Manhattan Casino to continue the
celebration with a semiformal awards presentation and fundraiser.
Donald Jackson, 99.1
Jams operator and general manager, noted that it
took the Caribbean Festival Association (CARIFESTA, Inc.) 12 years to
attain the station’s radiobroadcasting license in
2015.
The organization built
the 99.1 FM radio station
at 3625 Central Ave., and
officially launched Saturday, April 2, 2016. Since

Donald Jackson, 99.1 Jams
operator and general manager

then, the station has been
providing a wide variety of
musical programs playing
gospel, reggae, old skool,
Rhythm & Blues, Hip
Hop, Latin music, and
soca.
Community leaders
and activists have also
had long-time programs
airing local news, issues,
and topics.
Local interest shows
include the Tampa Bay
Breakfast Club with Bro
John Mohammad and Jabbar Edmonds, What’s at
Stake with Dr. Manuel
Sykes, Legal Talk with Attorney Michelle Fanger,
the Everything Health
Show, as well as the education program Youth Explosion with Donald
Jackson
and
Avril
Williams.
Jackson shared that
the sixth anniversary was
conceived with the idea of
the evening ceremony of
recognition as a highlight.
“We are recognizing our
efforts and the contributions of our personnel,
show hosts; we’re all volunteers,” Jackson said.
Adding that withstanding six years in the business hasn’t been easy,
Jackson wanted to pay respect to his personnel and
staff, who have "really
stuck it out."
“We had some hard
times, rough times,” he
noted,
acknowledging
that while the community
has contributed, during
some years up to 40 percent of costs, that still left
more than 60 percent of
costs unaccounted for –
on the best years. Jackson
has used his own finances
to cover the expenses.
But, for him, the important thing has been
that "we put all the

Nikole Hannah-Jones helps raise funds for Woodson Warriors

sources together to keep
the radio station alive.”
And post-COVID, he
also felt the radio station
staff and community leadership should be given
credit.
“Personnel took it
upon themselves to do the
shows from home during
COVID. We shut the station down, and the DJs
chose to do their shows
from home. I provided the
platform and the means
that the technology that
they could work from

home -- that the way the
station never stopped.”
The award ceremony
starts at 9 p.m. at the
Manhattan Casino.
“We want to recognize
not just people from the
station but also people
who have also been giving
services to the community. The station just
wanted to take the lead to
recognize those folks who
have been working within
St. Petersburg, the local
leaders, some of them
who have never been rec-

ognized for their efforts.
We want to just say that
these people were our unsung heroes.”
All festivities are free,
but reservations are required for the award presentation. To register for
the 99 Jams 6th Anniversary Celebration and
Fundraiser and Awards
Banquet at The Manhattan
Casino,
visit
bit.ly/99Jamsevents.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com
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Nikole Hannah-Jones helps raise funds for Woodson Warriors
1619, from front page

ing of the first enslaved
Africans in the British
colony of Virginia in 1607.
Twelve short years later,
the colonists began trafficking Black bodies from
Africa.
Hannah-Jones pointed
out that slavery is one of
the oldest institutions in
the United States, and yet
it’s treated as “an asterisk
to the American story.”
She said this country does
not want to deal properly
with its slaving past and
what it means to be a
country founded on ideals
of inalienable rights.
“We are the only one
of the countries in the
Americas that were
founded on the ideas that
‘we hold these truths to be
self-evident that all men
are created equal, endowed by the creator with
inalienable rights,’ and yet
one-fifth of the population
of the 13 colonies was enslaved,” she asserted.
Hannah-Jones argues
that the year 1619 should
not replace the year 1776
as the country’s founding,
but that what it would
mean in our current understanding of the country’s
divisions
and
tensions if we marked the
founding not at the “ideals
of liberty but at the practice of slavery, and how
the practice of slavery
would shape the country
that would be founded in
the year 1776.”
“I personally don’t
think it’s that radical but
apparently some folks,
and clearly your governor
does,” she quipped.
The “1619 Project,”
Hannah-Jones said, tries
to place slavery and the
contribution of Black
Americans at the center of
the American story and, in
some ways, tries to answer the question that
every Black person will be
asked sometime in their
lives: “Slavery was a long
time ago, why don’t you
get over it?”
Hannah-Jones
said
“The 1619 Project” seeks
to answer that Black
America can’t get over it
because the country can’t
get over it.
“And if you look across
all of the areas of modern
American life, slavery is
shaping our country
whether we acknowledge
it or not,” she averred.
“Nobody wants to get over
slavery more than Black
people, OK? It does not
benefit us. But an institution this old, if we believe
that the Constitution still
matters all these years
later, that the Declaration
of Independence still matters all of these years later,
then certainly slavery —
which lasted for 250 years
— matters all of these
years later.”
Last year, a bill that
would defund any school
district caught teaching
the “1619 Project” was introduced. Hannah-Jones’
work of long-form journalism was never intended to
supplant traditional curriculum but to be a supplement and give another
perspective on American
history.

The language in the
bill that Senators Tom Cotton and Mitch McConnell
put forth said: “The Federal Government has a
strong interest in promoting an accurate account of
the Nation’s history
through public schools
and forming young people
into knowledgeable and
patriotic citizens.”
Hannah-Jones asked
the audience to think
about what that bill
means. She feels it’s saying that history class isn’t
necessarily meant to teach
what happened in the past
and how to understand
the country better, but to
groom us to be patriots.
She doesn’t think there’s
anything wrong with patriotism, but the bill says
there is only a specific type
of patriotism that is acceptable.
She directs readers to
the opening essay in the
“1619 Project” called
“Democracy,” which she
said was the most patriotic
thing she’s ever written.
“The one group of people who never chose to
come here, who didn’t
want to come here, who
were forced to cross the
Atlantic into the United
States have believed in
this country with a fervor
that outpaces any other
group who have fought
year after year, decade
after decade to make this
country live up to its highest ideals no matter how
poorly this country treated
us. That is true patriotism.”
The bill goes on to say
that “The true day of
America’s founding is July
4, 1776” and that “The selfevident truths set forth by
that Declaration are the
fundamental principles
upon which America was
founded.”
Hannah-Jones
said
“The 1619 Project” is not
arguing those points but
that the Founding Fathers
didn’t actually believe in
those principles even
though they articulated
them.
The bill also says: “An
activist movement is now
gaining momentum to
deny or
obfuscate this history
by claiming that America
was not founded on the
ideals of the Declaration
but rather on slavery and
oppression.”
“That’s actually a fact,
OK,” said Hannah-Jones.
“The Constitution allows
for slavery; the Constitution incentivizes slavery.
We’ve all heard of the
Three-fifths Compromise,
right? The Constitution
does not mention slavery
until the 13th Amendment
abolishes it because our
founders knew slavery
was wrong and they were
ashamed…”
Hannah-Jones moved
on to Donald Trump and
him arming the Department of Education to investigate the schools that
may be teaching the “1619
Project.” She said if we
heard about the Chinese
or Cuban governments investigating schools for
teaching ideas that were

critical of their government, we would be appalled.
“But somehow, because it’s in the United
States, we’re accepting of
a government that is saying that it will defund and
investigate schools that
teach ideas that they don’t
like.”
While in office, Trump
commissioned a counter
to the “1619 Project”
called the “1776 Commission,” which did not include a single historian or
professor of history and
was released on Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day.
“And it was a report
that was basically saying,
‘Yeah, you know, we did
some bad things like slavery, but we don’t need to
talk about that.’”
One of the first things
President Joe Biden did
when he took office was to
rescind the order and
purged the “1776 Commission” from the website.
Cotton
and
McConnell’s bill died in the
Democrat-contr olled
House of Representatives,
so bills with similar language started popping up
in state legislature. Also,
states all over the country
began propaganda campaigns against Critical
Race Theory.
It’s been said repeatedly that CRT is not
taught in schools, but that
hasn’t stopped the propaganda machine from
rolling full steam ahead.
Hannah-Jones said she
would be “extremely impressed” if K-12 could
tackle such sophisticated
thought.
“Because all Critical
Race Theory seeks to do
is to say 60 years outside
of the end of the Civil
Rights Movement, why
are Black Americans still
at the bottom of every indicator of well-being? And
to argue that a country
that for 350 years engaged
in explicit racial discrimination, that perhaps after
60 years, that discrimination built into our institutions can still replicate
inequality.”
Hannah-Jones closed
the evening out by giving
the audience some homework. She said we could
refuse to accept that this is
the country it has to be.
“’The [moral] arc of
the universe,’ Dr. King
says, ‘is long, but it bends
towards justice.’ I do respect Dr. King, but I don’t
believe that. The arc of the
universe is a circle; unless
we bend it, it doesn’t bend
on its own. So, we either
let it keep going back on itself and we keep repeating
the same history and patterns, or we bend that arc
towards justice, and I hope
you all leave tonight with a
commitment to bend that
arc towards justice and refuse to be the country of
our past.”
Each Woodson Warrior
Scholarship recipient is eligible for up to $20,000 over
their four-year college career, $5,000 per year depending on their GPA, with
a minimum of $2,500 per
year.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
Please join us on our Zoom Ministry Line:
Meeting ID: 226-033-6850 Dial-in #: 1-929-436-2866
Sunday Prayer Service: 9:00 a. m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

First Mount Pilgrim Evangelical
Missionary Baptist Church

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

But for me and my house, we will serve the Lord

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

God Allows
Thank GOD for He allows the
grace and peace we have to
stay.

GOD reveals the truth of His
Holy Word and His promises
are real.

GOD allows us to pray and
gives us strength to obey.

Thank GOD for Allowing His
Son JESUS and the Holy
Spirit to teach us how to walk
by faith to do His will.”

He allows us wisdom and
mercy to operate in excellence and gives us guidance
from above.
Thank GOD for blessing us
with His goodness and His
unconditional love.
GOD allows us to have our vision to live as He orchestrates His will.

Sunday Worship Services

Reverend
Darrel W. Davis, Sr.
Pastor - Teacher

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS

GOD allows us to use our
voice to speak the truth in
love.

2700 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33715
727-320-2709
lpdavismemorial@gmail.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Joshua 24:15

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

AMEN
Hallelujah
Praise GOD from whom all
blessings flow!!
“…But as we were allowed of
God to be put in trust with
the gospel, even so we speak;
not as pleasing men, but
GOD, which trieth our
hearts.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship Service 11:00 am
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7 pm
Bible Study Wednesday 7:30 pm
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

St. Mark M.B. Church

Sermon: “Facing What’s Forward” |
Scripture Reference: Hebrews 11: 8-10

Sermon Series: “Facing What’s Forward”
Scripture Reference: Genesis 12: 1- 3
“What’s Needed if More
WIll Become Our Reality?”
How many times have you
and I stopped to ponder what
God requires of us in our daily
walk with him or how can we
make our lives impactful for
others from God’s perspective?
May I take the liberty to suggest that as we continue to
seek forward movement with
God and through faith-based
strides, God is saying something profound? Undoubtedly,
God reveals forward moments
in terms of ‘more.’ As will matriculate through life going
about our daily business, and
giving God what we’ve always
given Him in praise, conversation, time, and devotion is no
longer enough. God Almighty
is a God of more than enough
and calls us to produce and
provide more. So we can expect more to come to us, and
through us that we may be a
blessing to others. As we delve
into Genesis 12: 1- 3, we can
begin to unpack what God is
saying through the life of Abraham.
Point 1: More Needs Us
Walking with God - “Now the
Lord had said unto Abram get
thee out of thy country and
from thy kindred, and from thy
father’s house, into a land that
I will shew thee” (Genesis
12:1). Notice the importance of
the text in terms of Abram journeying, walking with God. Perhaps unknown to Abram and
sometimes you and I, God calls
us to walk with Him towards
“better.” The lesson is clear and
ours to willingly accept; when
we are close to God, He will
allow us to commune with him
profoundly, promoting forward
movement without noticing
what has been left behind for

our benefit. In other words, we
can walk out of things no
longer appropriate for our lives
because they were at one time
holding us back, such as our
past mistakes; loneliness; anxiety; a broken heart; whatever
holds us from moving forward.
Point 2: More Needs Us
Waiting on God - (Genesis
12:1) Here we note the need
for patience in our walking and
living with God. Our downfalls
happen when we become so
overwhelmed with impatience,
“When will this happen ?” or
“Is this what ‘more’ looks like
for me?” If we are walking with
God, as He invites us to do, we
must stop trying to get to
“moreville” on our own. God
knows our appointed destination, for goodness sake, we
must resolve to abandon impatience. More is not illusive, we
are simply impatient people!
Waiting is a cautionary measure that sometimes causes us
to abandon the mission as we
start to believe getting to
“more” should already be happening and thus taking too
long.
Point 3: More Needs Us
Working for God - (Genesis
12:2) There are two options on
this level: working for oneself
and working for God. We must
not be our own goal, but rather
helping others as we are on
God’s page, He will make us
great. He alone will cause the
right people to notice you, you
won’t need to work as hard,
“and I will make of the a great
nation, and I will bless thee, and
make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing” (Genesis
12: 2).
Point 4: More Needs Us
Winning With God - “And I will
bless them that bless thee, and

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of
the earth be bless” (Genesis12:3). God is not going to
allow anyone to stop you from
winning when you are with
God. God is not going to allow
you to lose! There is nothing
that can stop God, He will
make certain we walk to success. Beloved friend, “Be not
deceived, God is not mocked,
for whatsoever a man soweth
that shall he also reap” (Galatians 6:7). Winning is in your
future because you are walking
with God and you will be
blessed by those who see God
in you; others will present the
opposite ideals and will be
cursed. As long as we include
the Lord, He will provide for us
and bless us according to His
promises. The only failure is
excluding God, and trying to
make our lives work without
consulting and communing
with Him.
Finally, know that God will
keep you and me at a pace appropriate to where we are on
our path to “facing what’s forward.” God’s greatest desire is
our success; He never sets us
up for failure! As long as we are
committed to giving God more
each and every day in our
walking, waiting, working, and
winning with Him. Yes, God is
expecting more from our lives
to allow good and more to flow
through us and from us to
bless others through the concept of being a blessing. God is
a God of MORE.

“What is Needed to
Handle the Unknown Moments That Come up in
Our Lives?’
Facing what is forward
in faith continues as our
topic of discussion, and a
model found in the life of
another Biblical figure,
Abraham. Walking synchronously, the narrative of
Abraham’s life experiences
in moving forward allows
us to capture the awareness of three essential
points that will prove beneficial if we practice and execute
these
with
assurance.
First, let’s begin by expressing the fundamental
idea that no matter where
you are in this journey, facing what is forward in life
will present unpredictable
and unprecedented moments and will require
FAITH to manage them. In
the anchoring scripture, we
uncover these details from
Abraham’s life; acknowledging progression is often
considered complex when
there is not an itinerary to
follow. In other words,
when there are moments
of uncertainty or “never before” experiences, what
does one do? The simple
answer, of course, is to
trust God! Hebrews 11: 810 explains Abraham was
asked to leave the familiar
and go out into the unfamiliar or unknown, which led
him to a closer walk with
God. Again, how do we answer what is needed to
handle the obscure, unknown moments that come
up in our lives:
Point 1: We Need Faith
“By faith Abraham
when he was called to go

out into a place which he
should after receive for an
inheritance, obeyed; and
he went out, not knowing
whether he went.” (Hebrews 11:8) In this life, you
and I will find uncertain
and unknown moments in
terms of the outcomes or
decisions. These moments
are opportunities to be
faithful; God knows our
path, let’s look to Him, and
exercise our faith.
Point 2: We Need Fight
“By faith, he sojourned
in the land of promise, as in
a strange county, dwelling
in tabernacles with Isaac
and Jacob, the heirs of the
same promise.” (Hebrews
11:9) God is certainly able
and does what is not within
our capacity to do; however, He still requires our
participation in moving
ahead. Thus, here is the
tricky part of life, we have
two options flight or fight,
and when opposition
arises, it is easier to flee
than fight. Which is to say,
we as humans like things
easy, less friction, familiar,
and without recourse.
Conversely, God is
looking for us to fight the
good fight with faith. God’s
promises are not behind
us; they are unquestionably in front of us! More,
God wants us to have
enough “fight” within our
faith to be willing to go far
and wide through the challenging places to follow
Him. Let us find ourselves
confident in our faith and
not our feelings; God will
make a way somehow!
Point 3: We Need
Focus
“For he looked for a
city which hath founda-

tions, whose builder and
maker is God.” (Hebrew
11: 10) This scripture allows us to consider the reality that Abraham was
living in a tent but trusting
God would provide a more
permanent place to dwell.
This realization will enable
us to see the necessity for
focusing on our circumstances’ temporary and
eternal outcomes. It is safe
to say we can become too
focused on where we are
currently and neglect to
focus on what we are pursuing. But, again, learning
from Abraham helps us
stay connected to being
faithful that God will help
us reach what is bigger,
better, and brighter for our
lives.
To conclude, our lives
are in the Master’s hands,
and He knows our path.
God has provided examples and testimonials
through the lives of Noah
and now Abraham, among
others, to guide us in taking successful steps that
lead us to a closer connection with Him. Our forward
moments of change will be
aided by our faith, fight,
and focus. Considering
these points discussed,
know that God Almighty is
at work on our behalf, He
loves us, He desires excellent outcomes from our existence. Finally, know that
God is our present help
and able to keep us!
Join us Sunday mornings in the sanctuary or via
live stream on YouTube @
St Mark MBC at 10:20 for
Sunday School, worship
service at 10:45 a.m., and
bible study on Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

Prayer & Persistence
“He spoke a parable to illustrate that people are to always pray and never give up
(Luke 18:1).”
Jesus, the Perfect Pattern, was a great teacher and
often used parables to illustrate his point. Parables represent earthly stories that
have heavenly meaning. The
verse for today is the beginning of the Parable of the
persistent widow and the Unjust Judge found in Luke
18:1-8.
The image of God in the
parable symbolizes the
judge, and the woman represents any person who desires answered prayers. The

woman was specific about
her request, “avenge me of
my adversary.” She was also
strategic about getting results “I tell you that he will
avenge them speedily.” God
answered her prayers in due
time. The lesson from the
parable is that intentional
and persistent prayers get results.
Prayer is more than a religious ritual. It is an authentic relationship with God that
gets results. God is your
Source and created many
prayer tools for the two of
you to communicate. When
you use those prayer tools,
you move from the image of

Hallelujah
God to the likeness of God
(Genesis 1:26-28). The
image of God is your divine
potential and the endless
possibilities that you can
bring into expression. The
likeness of God is your divine manifestation; the results of your prayers. Don’t
stop praying until you get the
results that you desire.
Using the Prayer Tool of
Witnessing and Sharing
Your Testimony with Others
as symbolized by the Measuring Tape, document and
share with at least one other
person an experience where
your persistence in prayer
yielded positive outcomes.

Hallelujah
BY REV. DORAL PULLEY, Today’s Church
Tampa Bay
“And after they had
sung a hymn, they went out
into
the
Mount
of
Olives (Matthew 26:30).”
Worship is only for
God. Jesus emphasized two
important points about
worship. First, it is for God
only. In the wilderness, he
deflated his ego by telling
himself the truth. “You
shall worship the Lord your
God, and him only shall
you serve (Matthew 4:10).”
Secondly, worship must
be done in spirit and in
truth. “God is Spirit, and
they that worship God
must worship God in spirit
and in truth (John 4:24).”
Although worship is
only for God, you can
praise all the good in your

life. You can praise people,
places, and things. Whatever you praise grows and
multiplies. Whatever you
praise expands and increases. Hallelujah is a oneword prayer and is
considered the highest
praise.
Don’t praise sickness,
pain, and disease by talking
about it all the time and
claiming it as your own
with such phrases as “my
high blood pressure, my diabetes, my heart condition.”
“My”
signifies
ownership and possession.
If you don’t desire to possess something in your
body and keep it in your
consciousness, don’t use
the word “my.”
Instead of saying my
high blood pressure, say,
“the” high blood pressure.
Using the word “the” rec-

ognizes its’ existence and
acknowledges that it does
not belong to you nor do
you possess it in your body.
Since it’s not yours and you
do not desire it, do not
praise it. Praise the wholeness that is your spirit.
Praise the healing happening in your soul. Praise the
health that is manifesting
in your body.
Using the Prayer Tool
of Witnessing and Sharing
Your Testimony with Others as symbolized by the
Measuring Tape, document and share with at
least one other person an
experience of healing.
Rev. Doral Pulley is the
senior pastor of Today’s
Church Tampa Bay, 940
5th Ave. S, St. Petersburg
(Staybridge Suites) and
5107 North Central Ave.,
Tampa.
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